


Model Max Flow Voltage/Freq  Power Dimensions
PS-170 174 GPH 110V /60Hz 10W 4.13”x3.54”x13.38”

Only water is 
collecting in the 
protein collection 
cup

• The Specific Gravity is too high. Adjust to 1.018-1.025. 
• The use of additives such as water conditioners, medications, and algaecides 
are causing the bubbles to bond longer forcing more water than skimmate into 
the collection cup. 
• Replace cotton/carbon filter pad, talk to local fish store to find water 
conditioners and additives that will not affect the performance of your skimmer. 
• Decrease the water flow with the outlet adjustment valves. 
• Aquarium was just cleaned (water change); dump collection cup when full, 
repeat until skimmer functions properly. 
• Decrease water level inside the PS-170 by adjusting the height of the protein 
skimmer chamber.

Small air bubbles 
are discharging 
back to the 
aquarium

• The Specific Gravity is too high. Adjust to 1.018-1.025. 
• Excess gas and nutrients may be overloading the PS-170. New tanks with the 
addition of uncured live rock cause poor water quality, 20% water changes done 
daily will help lower excessive nutrients and gas. 
• Once your skimmer is operating properly, you may choose to fine-tune the 
skimmer to the driest foam.

Nothing will collect 
in the Protein Col-
lection cup

• There is no Biological load in the aquarium. 
• Verify the Specific Gravity is 1.018-1.025, if not adjust the Specific Gravity. 
• Adjust the height of the protein skimmer chamber. 
• The Venturi air-line needs to be cleaned or replaced. 
• All skimmers have a break-in period of 1 to 2 weeks. Set up and wait without 
making any adjustments.


